Organic Approaches to Rural Development Policy

BIODIVERSITY

Functional biodiversity and stable ecosystems services are essential to sustaining food production and managing the
impact of our agro-ecosystems on wildlife habitats and the natural environment. In the EU the shift towards more special-
ised and high input farming pratices, such as the use of synthetic fertilisers and pesticides, has led to a dramatic decline
in biodiversity including the loss and degradation of wildlife habitats'. In Western Europe, for example, intensive arable
farming and a reduction in mixed livestock and arable farms have led to a uniform landscape poor in diverse flora and
biodiversity. Internationally, more than 90% of crop varieties have disappeared from farmers’ fields and 75% of the world's
food is generated from only 12 plants and 5 animal species?. Organic farming, however, can offer solutions to many of the
negative effects that agriculture places on biodiversity.

ORGANIC FARMING PROTECTS
AND ENHANCES BIODIVERSITY

ganic farmers rely on biodiversity to
maintain soil fertility and keep pests
under control naturally.

Higher biodiversity: Depending on
altitude, organic farms host 30%
more species and 50% more in-
dividuals than non-organic farms.

Earthworms are more abundant on  More pollination: Organic farms

organic farms and help to maintain
soil structure and high organic mat-
ter, improving aeration, crop root
growth and drainage®.

Pest control: To support successful
and resilient production systems, or-

host more honeybees due to the ap-
plication of diverse crop rotations and
intercropping. It is estimated that 1/3
of the human diet comes from insect-
pollinated plants, and honeybees
provide 80% of that pollination®.
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CZECH REPUBLIC: POLICY
SUPPORT FOR ORGANIC
FARMING

THE NETHERLANDS: INVESTING
IN ON-FARM BIODIVERSITY

The Czech Republic recorded one of
the highest increases in organically
managed land (+163%) between
2000 and 2010 from 165,699 hec-
tares to 435,610 hectares, with the
number of organic farms increasing
(+525%) from 563 to 3,517 holdings.
The Czech Rural Development Pro-
gramme (2007-2013) links organic
farming and  agri-environmental
measures within its organic farming
support mechanisms. Organic farm-
ing is also prioritised under produc-
tion and processing investments,
young farmers, product development

The Flourishing Farm Project is a col-
lective approach to managing na-
ture conservation areas and taking
advantage of functional biodiversity
funded by the Dutch Rural Develop-
ment Programme from 2011 to 2014.
As part of the project the Louis Bolk
Institute, organic dairy farmers and
conventional farmer networks have
been working with over 550 farmers
to promote practices that are benefi-
cial both for farmers and biodiversity,
with in-field meetings held during
the growing period to exchange in-
formation and expertise. Practices
include the use of reed and grass
cuttings from nature conservation ar-
eas for animal bedding and compost,
and the development of over 1,000

and rural tourism activities. Organic
farmers are awarded bonus points as
part of a point system selection pro-
cess. The Czech Organic Action Plan
(2011-2015) aims to increase the land
area managed organically to 15%
(10.5% in 2010)¢ and the share of or-
ganic food on the market to 3%, with
Czech produced products represent-
ing 60% of organic food sales. The
Czech Repubilic has also invested in a
national Technology Platform for Or-
ganic Agriculture.’

km of wild flower strips to increase
and promote natural enemies that
can improve pest control. The pro-
ject has also encouraged many con-
ventional arable farmers to reduce
chemical pesticide use®.

REFERENCES: 1. Pytrik Reidsma et al., (2006). Impacts of land-use change on biodiversity: An assessment of agricultural biodiversity in the European Union, Agriculture, Eco-
systems and Environment, 114, 86-10. 2. FAO, (2004). What is happening to agrobiodiversity?, Building on gender, agrobiodiversity and local knowledge: a training manual.

Rome: FAO. 3. Stoate et al., (2011). Ecological impacts of arable intensification in Europe, Journal of Environmental Management, 63, 337-365. 4. Stanford University, Parasites

and Pestilence, http://www.stanford.edu/class/humbio153/AgriVetParasites/Background.html. 5. Based on the European Commission Proposal on Rural Development COM
2011) 627 final/2. 6. Willer et al., (eds.) (2012). The world of organic agriculture, Statistics and emerging trends 2012, 12th Ed, Frick: FiBL; Bonn: IFOAM. 7. Sanders et al.,

(2011). Use and efficiency of public support measures addressing organic farming. Braunschweig: Johann Heinrich von Thinen-Institut (vTI). 8. Louis Bolk Insitute, Flourishing

Farm Project.

Title photo: © Merijn Bos.
Publisher: IFOAM EU Group, December 2012. Design: Marina Morell, www.4morfic.com

This publication is co-financed by the European Community, Directorate-General for the Environment. The sole responsibility for the communication/publication lies with the IFOAM EU
Group.The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information provided.



http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/legal-proposals/com627/627_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/legal-proposals/com627/627_en.pdf
http://www.4morfic.com
http://www.fao.org/docrep/007/y5609e/y5609e02.htm
http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/projects/scape/uploads/78/Stoate_etal.pdf
http://www.stanford.edu/class/humbio153/AgriVetParasites/Background.html
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/external-studies/2012/organic-farming-support/full_text_en.pdf
http://www.louisbolk.org/research-2/agriculture/agriculture-and-nature-conservation/flourishing-farm/
http://www.louisbolk.org/research-2/agriculture/agriculture-and-nature-conservation/flourishing-farm/



