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Events Newsletter
Special events in our
project’s life
• Second Project Steering
Committee Meeting
(11-12 November 2013)
• The 12th International
HCH and Pesticides
Forum (6-8 November
2013)
• Pesticide lifecycle
assessment workshop
(7-9 November 2013)

Project partners come together in Kiev for the second
Steering Committee Meeting of the Project
On 11 and 12 November 2013 the
second Steering Committee Meeting of
the project Improved pesticides and
chemicals management in the former
Soviet Union was organised in the
Ukrainian capital Kiev. This EC/FAO
partnership project is implemented in

cooperation with Blacksmith Institute,
Green Cross
Belarus, Green Cross
Switzerland, the International HCH and
Pesticides Association (IHPA), and
Milieukontakt International.

The project is addressing threats to
public health and the environment
from obsolete and POPs pesticides by
building capacity on sound pesticide
management
and
sustainable
agriculture. The Ukrainian Institute for
Ecological Hygiene and Toxicology
(ECOGYNTOX)
kindly
hosted
the
meeting in its office in Kiev. Country
delegates from Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus,
Georgia,
Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Ukraine
and Uzbekistan were joined by
representatives of the EC and the
implementing partners. The expert
group worked together to exchange
their experiences, present results,
evaluate the project progress and plan
further implementation.

with the issues of the obsolete POPs
pesticides stocks, burial sites and
improvement of agricultural practices
across the region. Active cooperation
is sought with UNEP, UNDP, World Bank,
the
Nordic
Environment
Finance
Corporation (NEFCO) and the Arctic
Contaminants Action Program (ACAP)
representing
the
Arctic
Council.
Representatives of NEFCO, ACAP and
its Russian partner
the Center for
International Projects (CIP) presented
their activities at the meeting, while
representatives of UNEP and World
Bank joined the discussion via audio
conference.

The project aims to coordinate with
other international initiatives that deal

“Not every international
technical assistance
project takes the
difference in local
needs of partner
countries as serious as

Country	
  recommendations	
  
As main priorities for further project
implementation participating countries
stressed the need to make sure that
regional
targeted
training
and
implementation of activities will be
organized
on
issues
such
as
communication and awareness raising;
environmental sound empty container
management;

this project”

Representatives of
European Commission, UN
FAO, Deputy Ministers from
Belarus, Moldova and
Ukraine, and The Ukrainian
Institute for Ecological
Hygiene and Toxicology
(ECOGYNTOX)

MORE FOOD LESS RISK

polluted soil remediation; sustainable
agriculture; environmentally sound
destruction of obsolete stocks of
pesticides and improvement of the
legal
framework
on
pesticides
management and harmonization
with international best practices. All
participants
agreed
that
the
problems around obsolete and POPs
pesticides in the former Soviet Union
are most certainly underestimated
thus far. Project partners from
different countries recommended
therefore that regionally targeted
follow-on projects would need to be
developed to address the specific
needs of Central Asia, the Caucasus
and Eastern Europe as sub-regions.

Kyrgyz	
  invitation	
  
‘Not every international technical
assistance
project
takes
the
difference in local needs of partner
countries as serious as this project,’
said Mr Zanybek Derbishaliev from

the Kyrgyz Ministry of Agriculture at
the end of the two day meeting.
‘The interactive approach of the
Project in which the different
project countries can prioritize local
project activities is very much
appreciated.’ In order to underline
his statement Mr. Derbishaliev
invited all project partners to come
to Kyrgyzstan for the next project
meeting scheduled for November
2014.

More information in Ukrainian:
http://menr.gov.ua/index.php/press
-center/news/123-news1/1257zastupnyk-ministra-kerivnyk-aparatuoleksandr-sushko-vziav-uchast-u-2mu-zasidanni-kerivnoho-komitetuprohramy-fao-yes

International HCH and Pesticides Forum
on elimination of Obsolete Pesticides
The 12th International HCH and
Pesticides Forum met in Kiev from 6-8
November 2013. The Forum took note
of the overall slow progress of
elimination of Obsolete Pesticides,
their negative impact on countries
socio-economic performance, the
severe adverse effects on health and
quality of life, as well as its far-reaching
consequences to neighbours with
shared water resources. The Forum
gathered more than 200 experts, who
shared
their
knowledge
and
experience
and
expressed
their
continuous commitment to awareness
raising and cleanup of Obsolete
Pesticides in the EECCA-region.
The Forum decided to call upon
Governments in the region, the
European Union, the international
organizations, financial institutions, the
local NGO’s and the civil society to
recognize the existence of approx.
240,000 tonnes of obsolete pesticides
in the region, to understand the
increasing negative socio-economic
and human health impacts of nonaction and the associated damages
and
losses,
and explain the urgency of
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the issues in international fora and in
bilateral negotiation. Consequently

action and the associated damages
and losses, and explain the urgency of
the issues in international fora and in
bilateral negotiation. Consequently
the need to accelerate action and
create the required policies and
infrastructure
to
achieve
the
objectives
of
the
Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants.
The Forum called upon National
Governments to strongly support FAO
in the adoption of sustainable
agriculture production practices in
order to avoid accumulation of
pesticides in the future and to ensure
that natural resources such as soil and
water are preserved for future
generations and called upon the
European Commission to continue
financially supporting FAO’s work and
jointly lead a regional action plan for
elimination of obsolete pesticides
wastes in partnership with the EU
member states, the private sector to
prevent new obsolete pesticides
wastes.

Ukrainian minister of Ecology and
Natural Resources Oleg Proskuryakov
explained the important work that
has been done by collecting,
repackaging and export of more
than
50, 000 metric tons of POPs
and mixed pesticide wastes from
Ukraine. He also expressed the need
for
support
to
Ukraine
for
development of environmentally
sound destruction capacity which
could act as a regional facility to
support other countries in the region.

Regional Workshop on Pesticide
lifecycle assessment
Representatives
from
ten
Eastern
European, Caucasus and Central Asian
countries (EECCA) met at the Medved
Institute in Kiev, Ukraine, for an FAO
facilitated workshop to develop action
plans based on results of regional studies
completed in 2013. The aims were to
examine
issues
related
to
the
management of pesticides including a
review
of
pesticide
legislation,
assessment of the pesticide life-cycle
and the implementation of lower risk
alternatives to the use of highly
hazardous pesticides.
The 24 representatives from the EECCA
countries discussed their experiences in
pesticide management and agreed on
priorities and needs. The participants also
looked
at
the
impediments
to
sustainable
pest
and
pesticide
management in the region and
formulated recommendations on how
these barriers can be surmounted. The
meeting also drafted action plans for
more effective pesticide risk mitigation at
national level.

MORE FOOD LESS RISK
PESTICIDE
RISK
REDUCTION

The priorities include: the need for more
robust and harmonised national legal
frameworks covering pesticide life cycle
management; the need for Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) to be adopted
as the preferred alternative to the use of
highly
hazardous
pesticides;
the
promotion
of
more
participatory

approaches to plant protection such as the
use
of
Farmers
Field
Schools;
the
establishment
of
empty
container
management schemes; and, the need for
creating and strengthening institutional
coordination mechanisms for product
stewardship by the pesticide suppliers.
Further key issues include the upgrading of
laboratory capacities and equipment to
assure quality control of pesticides and
residues in food. It was finally proposed that
there is a need for follow-up projects which
focus on improved dissemination of
information to and from farmers to promote
a common approach the solving the issues
faced at national and regional level.

Status of implementation at a
glance
Each edition of the news letter will
provide a snap shot of
implementation using a
dashboard. Each axis of the plot
provides a summary of status for
each project outcome

IMPROVED PESTICIDES AND CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT
IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
Contact information:
Oxana Perminova
oxana.perminova@fao.org
This programme is co-funded by the European Union and implemented by FAO in partnership with
Blacksmith Institute , GEF, GC Switzerland, IHPA, MKI International , UNEP, and WHO
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